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Rachel Scott, Evaluation Associate, Center for Research
Evaluation, expanded her beekeeping and candle-making
repertoire

During my staff creative residency, I harvested honey and rendered
beeswax for use in candle making. I currently have 12 beehives that are on
our property in Lafayette County. The process of harvesting honey is multistep. First, I visited the hives to inspect the frames and see which ones had
capped honey. This is a balancing act for a beekeeper. The goal is to leave
enough honey in the hive where the bees will have food to make it through
the winter when nectar is not flowing.
Once the frames with honey were removed from the hives, I began the
process of honey extraction. The first step was to remove the wax caps that
the bees have made to seal in the honey. These are removed by using a hot
knife and gently cutting just the thin top layer of wax. After this step, the

frames were loaded into the extractor. The extractor was spun by a hand
crank and the honey is flung out of the cells.
The honey extractor was one of the primary purchases with the funds from
the creative residency. The metal extractor I purchased is hand spun and
hold ups to three frames of honey in it. It uses centrifugal force to remove
the honey from the cells. Once the frames were spun on one side, they were
flipped around and the other side spun. This left behind mainly just the
wax on the frames. The honey was then filtered through a sieve to remove
any chunks of wax, plants, or bees that may have been in the honey. The
honey was then bottled. I was surprised by how much honey we were able
to extract from the hives this summer (over 100 pounds).
The remaining wax comb was then cut off the wood frame. The comb had
remnants of honey and some bug parts - so it had to be melted and
strained. The melted wax was cool in a plastic container. The wax forms a
solid at the top of the container leaving behind the denser honey at the
bottom. The wax was then rinsed. This is the wax that I used for candle
making.
One of the things that I learned during the process is how much wax is
actually needed for dipped candles. It requires a much larger quantity than
for poured candles. I learned this through trial and error. Dipped candles
are made using a tall cylindrical container where the hot wax is melted.
The candlemaker then dips a weighted candlewick into the wax and lifts it
out. The candle making supplies were purchased during the creative
residency. I was able to thrift several of the items that were needed.
The wax is allowed to cool on the string and then the process is repeated
until the candles are the desired diameter. I had planned to make 8-inch
taper candles. I only had enough rendered wax to dip the candle wicks up
to about four inches. I had to supplement the wax from my hives with
beeswax that I purchased. While I enjoyed the process of learning how to
make dipped candles, I will likely continue to make poured candles since it
used less wax and I am able to use the wax that I render from my own
beehives. As we expand the number of hives and thus the amount of excess
wax we have access to, I will revisit making dipped candles.

